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(D) CONSTRUCTION.—The Secretary shall 

carry out a plan to close the Mississippi 
River Gulf outlet and restore and protect the 
ecosystem substantially in accordance with 
the plan required under subparagraph (C), if 
the Secretary determines that the project is 
cost-effective, environmentally acceptable, 
and technically feasible. 

SA 1079. Mr. VITTER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 1495, to provide for 
the conservation and development of 
water and related resources, to author-
ize the Secretary of the Army to con-
struct various projects for improve-
ments to rivers and harbors of the 
United States, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

On page 60, between lines 16 and 17, insert 
the following: 

(u) DETERMINATION OF VALUE.—The Sec-
retary may use a valuation based on 
predisaster conditions in determining com-
pensation to be provided for land and inter-
ests in land— 

(1) adversely affected by Hurricane 
Katrina; or 

(2) acquired before the date of enactment 
of this Act for— 

(A) Hurricane Katrina-related rehabilita-
tion assistance provided under section 5 of 
the Act of August 18, 1941 (33 U.S.C. 701n); or 

(B) any activity authorized by the Depart-
ment of Defense, Emergency Supplemental 
Appropriations to Address Hurricanes in the 
Gulf of Mexico, and Pandemic Influenza Act, 
2006 (Public Law 109–148; 119 Stat. 2680), or 
any other law. 

SA 1080. Mr. VITTER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 1495, to provide for 
the conservation and development of 
water and related resources, to author-
ize the Secretary of the Army to con-
struct various projects for improve-
ments to rivers and harbors of the 
United States, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

On page 48, strike lines 22 through 25 and 
insert the following: 

(4) WORKING GROUPS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Task Force may es-

tablish such working groups as the Task 
Force determines to be necessary to assist 
the Task Force in carrying out this sub-
section. 

(B) INTEGRATION TEAM.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—The Task Force shall es-

tablish, for the purposes described in clause 
(ii), an integration team comprised of— 

(I) independent experts with experience re-
lating to— 

(aa) coastal estuaries; 
(bb) diversions; 
(cc) coastal restoration; 
(dd) wetlands protection; 
(ee) ecosystem restoration; 
(ff) hurricane protection; 
(gg) storm damage reduction systems; and 
(hh) navigation and ports; and 
(II) representatives of— 
(aa) the State of Louisiana; and 
(bb) local governments in southern Lou-

isiana. 
(ii) PURPOSES.—The purposes referred to in 

clause (i) are— 
(I) to advise the Task Force and the Sec-

retary regarding opportunities to integrate 
the planning, engineering, design, implemen-
tation, and performance of Corps of Engi-
neers projects for hurricane and storm dam-

age reduction, flood damage reduction, eco-
system restoration, and navigation in areas 
of Louisiana declared to be a major disaster 
as a result of Hurricane Katrina or Rita; 

(II) to review reports relating to the per-
formance of, and recommendations relating 
to the future performance of, the hurricane, 
coastal, and flood protection systems in 
southern Louisiana, including the reports 
issued by the Interagency Performance Eval-
uation Team, the National Science Founda-
tion, the American Society of Civil Engi-
neers, and Team Louisiana to advise the 
Task Force and the Secretary on opportuni-
ties to improve the performance of the pro-
tection systems; and 

(III) to carry out such other duties as the 
Task Force or the Secretary determine to be 
appropriate. 

SA 1081. Mr. VITTER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 1495, to provide for 
the conservation and development of 
water and related resources, to author-
ize the Secretary of the Army to con-
struct various projects for improve-
ments to rivers and harbors of the 
United States, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

On page 18, between lines 9 and 10, insert 
the following: 

(C) HOUMA NAVIGATION CANAL.—The Sec-
retary shall spend not more than $200,000 to 
maintain, pursuant to an exclusive partner-
ship agreement with the State of Louisiana, 
the Houma Navigation Canal at dimensions 
consistent with the dimensions of the lock as 
recommended in the reports referred to in 
subparagraph (A). 

SA 1082. Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for Mr. 
BUNNING) proposed an amendment to 
the concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 
29, encouraging the recognition of the 
Negro Baseball Leagues and their play-
ers on May 20th of each year; as fol-
lows: 

On page 3, strike the 4th whereas and in-
sert ‘‘Whereas Minnie Minoso, the ‘‘Cuban 
Comet,’’ played on the New York Cubans 
when they won the Negro League World Se-
ries, broke the color barrier on the Chicago 
White Sox when he joined the team in 1951, 
and was the first black Latino to play in the 
Major Leagues; 

On page 3, in the 5th whereas strike ‘‘but’’ 
and all that follows to the end of the whereas 
and insert ‘‘;’’ 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 
AFFAIRS 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
May 10, 2007, at 3 p.m., to conduct a 
hearing on the nominations of Mr. 
David George Nason, of Rhode Island, 
to be Assistant Secretary of the Treas-
ury for Financial Institutions; Mr. 
Mario Mancuso, of New York, to be 
Under Secretary of Commerce for Ex-
port Administration; Mr. Michael W. 
Tankersley, of Texas, to be Inspector 
General of the Export-Import Bank of 
the United States; The Honorable Bijan 

Rafiekian, of California, to be a mem-
ber of the Board of Directors of the Ex-
port-Import Bank of the United States; 
Mr. Scott A. Keller, of Florida, to be 
Assistant Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development for Congressional 
and Intergovernmental Affairs; Mr. 
Robert M. Couch, of Alabama, to be 
General Counsel of the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development; Ms. 
Janis Herschkowitz, of Pennsylvania, 
to be a member of the Board of Direc-
tors of the National Consumer Cooper-
ative Bank; Mr. David George Nason, of 
Rhode Island, to be a member of the 
Board of Directors of the National Con-
sumer Cooperative Bank; and Mr. 
Nguyen Van Hanh, of California, to be 
a Member of the Board of Directors of 
the National Consumer Cooperative 
Bank. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be authorized to hold a 
hearing during the session of the Sen-
ate on Thursday, May 10, 2007, at 10 
a.m., in room 253 of the Russell Senate 
Office Building. The purpose of the 
hearing is to discuss the effects of cli-
mate change and ocean acidification on 
living marine resources. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to hold a hearing 
during the session of the Senate on 
Thursday, May 10, 2007, at 9:30 a.m. in 
room SD–366 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building. The purpose of this hear-
ing is to consider the nominations of 
Joseph Timothy Kelliher, of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, to be a Member of 
the Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission; and R. Lyle Laverty, of Colo-
rado, to be Assistant Secretary for 
Fish and Wildlife and Parks, Depart-
ment of the Interior. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to 
meet during the Session of the Senate 
on Finance will meet on Thursday, 
May 10, 2007, at 10 a.m., in 215 Dirksen 
Senate Office Building, to hear testi-
mony on ‘‘Can the Middle Class Make 
Ends Meet? Economic Issues for Amer-
ica’s Working Families.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to 
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meet on Thursday, May 10, 2007, at 2:30 
p.m. for a ‘‘ hearing titled ‘‘Violent 
Islamist Extremism: Government Ef-
forts to Defeat It.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs be authorized 
to meet on Thursday, May 10, 2007, at 
9:30 a.m. in room 485 of the Russell 
Senate Office Building to conduct a 
business meeting. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary be author-
ized to meet to conduct a hearing on 
‘‘Judicial Nominations’’ for Thursday, 
May 10, 2007, at 10 a.m. in Dirksen Sen-
ate Office Building room 226. 

Witness list 

Panel I: The Honorable Thad Coch-
ran, United States Senator [R–MS]; 
The Honorable John Warner, United 
States Senator [R–VA]; The Honorable 
Carl Levin, United States Senator [D– 
MI]; The Honorable Trent Lott, United 
States Senator [R–MS]; and The Honor-
able Jim Webb, United States Senator 
[D–VA]. 

Panel II: Leslie Southwick to be 
United States Circuit Judge for the 
Fifth Circuit. 

Panel III: Janet T. Neff to be United 
States District Judge for the Western 
District of Michigan and Liam O’Grady 
to be United States District Judge for 
the Eastern District of Virginia. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT OF GOVERNMENT 

MANAGEMENT, THE FEDERAL WORKFORCE, 
AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs’ Subcommittee on 
Oversight of Government Management, 
the Federal Workforce and the District 
of Columbia be authorized to meet on 
Thursday, May 10, 2007, at 9 a.m. for a 
hearing entitled, ‘‘Managing the De-
partment of Homeland Security: A Sta-
tus Report on Reform Efforts by the 
Under Secretary for Management.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Let Mon Lee, 
a fellow from the U.S. Corps of Engi-
neers, be allowed floor privileges for 
the duration of the Senate’s consider-
ation of the Water Resources Develop-
ment Act. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. ISAKSON. I ask unanimous con-
sent that Mike Quiello of my staff be 
granted the privileges of the floor for 
the duration of the debate on WRDA. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Mike Burke, a 
fellow in my office, be accorded the 
privileges of the floor for the duration 
of H.R. 1495. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ENCOURAGING THE RECOGNITION 
OF THE NEGRO BASEBALL 
LEAGUES 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
Judiciary Committee be discharged 
from further consideration of S. Con. 
Res. 29, and that the Senate then pro-
ceed to its consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk 
will report the concurrent resolution 
by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 29) 
encouraging the recognition of the Negro 
Baseball Leagues and their players on May 
20th of each year. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
concurrent resolution be agreed to; 
that the amendment to the preamble, 
which is at the desk, be agreed to; that 
the preamble, as amended, be agreed 
to; that the motions to reconsider be 
laid upon the table; and that any state-
ments relating to the concurrent reso-
lution be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The concurrent resolution (S. Con. 
Res. 29) was agreed to. 

The amendment (No. 1082) was agreed 
to, as follows: 

On page 3, strike the 4th whereas and in-
sert ‘‘Whereas Minnie Minoso, the ‘‘Cuban 
Comet,’’ played on the New York Cubans 
when they won the Negro League World Se-
ries, broke the color barrier on the Chicago 
White Sox when he joined the team in 1951, 
and was the first black Latino to play in the 
Major Leagues;’’ 

On page 3, in the 5th ‘‘Whereas’’ strike 
‘‘but’’ and all that follows to the end of the 
whereas and insert ‘‘;’’ 

The preamble, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

The concurrent resolution, with its 
preamble, as amended, reads as follows: 

S. CON. RES. 29 

Whereas even though African-Americans 
were excluded from playing in the Major 
Leagues of their time with their white coun-
terparts, the desire of many African-Ameri-
cans to play baseball could not be repressed; 

Whereas Major League Baseball did not 
fully integrate its leagues until July 1959; 

Whereas African-Americans began orga-
nizing their own professional baseball teams 
in 1885; 

Whereas the skills and abilities of Negro 
League players eventually made Major 
League Baseball realize the need to integrate 
the sport; 

Whereas 7 separate baseball leagues, 
known collectively as the ‘‘Negro Baseball 

Leagues’’, were organized by African-Ameri-
cans between 1920 and 1960; 

Whereas the Negro Baseball Leagues in-
cluded exceptionally talented players who 
played the game at its highest level; 

Whereas on May 20, 1920, the Negro Na-
tional League, the first successful Negro 
League, played its first game; 

Whereas Andrew ‘‘Rube’’ Foster founded 
the Negro National League on February 13, 
1920, at the Paseo YMCA in Kansas City, Mis-
souri, and also managed and played for the 
Chicago American Giants, and was later in-
ducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame; 

Whereas Leroy ‘‘Satchel’’ Paige, who 
began his long career in the Negro Leagues 
and did not make his Major League debut 
until the age of 42, is considered one of the 
greatest pitchers the game has ever seen, 
and during his long career thrilled millions 
of baseball fans with his skill and legendary 
showboating, helping the Cleveland Indians 
win the pennant in his first big league vic-
tory beginning with his first game on July 
15, 1948, and was later inducted into the 
Baseball Hall of Fame; 

Whereas Josh Gibson, who was the greatest 
slugger of the Negro Leagues, tragically died 
months before the integration of baseball, 
and was later inducted into the Baseball Hall 
of Fame; 

Whereas Jackie Robinson, whose career 
began with the Negro League Kansas City 
Monarchs, became the first African-Amer-
ican to play in the Major Leagues in April 
1947, was named Major League Baseball 
Rookie of the Year in 1947, subsequently led 
the Brooklyn Dodgers to 6 National League 
pennants and a World Series championship, 
and was later inducted into the Baseball Hall 
of Fame; 

Whereas Larry Doby, whose career began 
with the Negro League Newark Eagles, be-
came the first African-American to play in 
the American League in July 1947, was an 
All-Star 9 times in Negro League and Major 
League Baseball, and was later inducted into 
the Baseball Hall of Fame; 

Whereas John Jordan ‘‘Buck’’ O’Neil was a 
player and manager of the Negro League 
Kansas City Monarchs, became the first Afri-
can-American coach in the Major Leagues 
with the Chicago Cubs in 1962, served on the 
Veterans Committee of the National Base-
ball Hall of Fame, chaired the Negro Leagues 
Baseball Museum Board of Directors, and 
worked tirelessly to promote the history of 
the Negro Leagues; 

Whereas James ‘‘Cool Papa’’ Bell played, 
coached, and managed in the Negro Leagues 
from 1922 to 1950, discovered, trained, and as-
sisted numerous Negro League players into 
the Major Leagues, and was later inducted 
into the Baseball Hall of Fame; 

Whereas Minnie Minoso, the ‘‘Cuban 
Comet,’’ played on the New York Cubans 
when they won the Negro League World Se-
ries, broke the color barrier on the Chicago 
White Sox when he joined the team in 1951, 
and was the first black Latino to play in the 
Major Leagues; 

Whereas the talents of such players as 
Josh Gibson, James ‘‘Cool Papa’’ Bell, and 
Oscar Charleston earned them recognition in 
the Baseball Hall of Fame as well as the 
Sporting News List of Baseball Greatest 
Players; 

Whereas Autozone Park in Memphis, Ten-
nessee, hosted the inaugural Civil Rights 
Game between the defending World Cham-
pion St. Louis Cardinals and the Cleveland 
Indians in commemoration of the civil rights 
movement, on March 31, 2007; and 

Whereas by achieving success on the base-
ball field, African-American baseball players 
helped break down color barriers and inte-
grate African-Americans into all aspects of 
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